
leonic Wars, the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, in 
which the town was almost wrecked and the inhab
itants nearly starved by the Prussian soldiers. During 
the winter and spring of 1919 it billeted about 400 
American soldiers. 

T H E A F T E R M A T H 

There were squads right and left, maneuvers, target 
competitions, reviews and road building, with school in 
the afternoons to occupy the attention of the men, 
which only prolonged that anxious desire to return 
home "Toot Sweet.'* 

A few days after arriving here Chaplain Thurman 
G. Vickers and Mr. E. W . Warrington were on the job 
and a Y. M. C. A. and a canteen were started for the 
convenience and comfort of the boys. J. H. Work
man was placed in charge, with F. M. Heniess and 
Albert V. Medlin assistants. Through the co-opera
tion of the officers and men the "Wi ld Cats' Den" won 
the first prize out of the sixty-one huts in the Eighty-
first Divisional area, for which every man in each of 
the organizations received a prize, and a large Ameri
can flag and a large French flag were presented to the 
hut. In this hut was held the first Christmas exercise 
for these boys on European soil. A Christmas tree 
was also presented to the French children of the town 
by the two organizations. 

During the spring many shows, plays, movies and 
concerts were given in the hut for the entertainment of 
the boys, while the " Y " ladies, Misses Browne, Howell 
and Woodie made the stay more homelike by their 
association and efforts to make the life more pleasant 
for the men. 


